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New automobile insurance reporting program 
helps DMV and police spot uninsured motorists 


he third phase of the Automobile 

Liability Insurance Reporting Pro- 
gram, scheduled to begin April 1, 2001, will 
give law enforcement officials instant computer 
access to automobile insurance information 
when they make a traffic stop. Implementation 
of the phase, known as ALIR III, will help 
Driver and Motor Vehicle Services and police 
verify insurance information with the goal of 
reducing the number of uninsured motorists. 

The Oregon Legislature passed a bill in 1993 
to create electronic transfer of insurance 
information to DMV. The bill required motor 
vehicle insurers to notify DMV within 15 days 
of issuing a new policy, and within 30 days of a 
policy cancellation. 

ALIR I began in 1996 with insurance 
companies writing $20 million or more in busi- 
ness in Oregon reporting information electroni- 
cally. Phase II was implemented in 1997 with 
companies doing less than $20 million in business 
reporting. 

Testing is now underway for Phase III, which 
matches and links insurance records with vehicle 
records. 

Insurance companies transmit vehicle policy 
information electronically to DMV — nearly 3 
million records in total. DMV updates informa- 
tion in the insurance database. Law enforcement 
can access that database 24 hours a day, seven days 


Highway Construction Plan tracks 


DOT staff members and people who 

want to know the status of current state 
transportation projects in their community now 
have a new resource that will provide informa- 
tion in an easy-to-understand format. 

ODOT has published The Highway Con- 
struction Plan as required by the 1999 Legisla- 
ture in House Bill 2478. The legislation directed 
the department to produce a plan to include 
projects that will be worked on during a two-year 
budget process along with a list of projects in the 
planning stages. The plan will be updated 
quarterly. 

The plan focuses on selected projects from the 
Statewide Transportation Improvement Program, 
which lists projects that use federal highway or 
transit dollars or that have a significant impact on 
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Steve Salisbury of the Salem Police Department tests the ALIR LIT 
program on his patrol cars computer. 


a week to determine if a person is operating an 
uninsured vehicle. 

“We dont change or modify the information in 
any way,” said Sandy Wood, head of DMV Driver 
Programs. “We've been working with insurance 
companies to verify and standardize information. 
We want to make sure the coding is correct when 
they give it to us. For example, we make sure a 
certain type of vehicle has the same code on all the 
records. We also want to be certain the VIN 
(vehicle identification number) doesnt have any 
transposed characters.” 

Nearly 400 insurance companies have provided 
information to DMV so far. 


transportation and communities. The STIP covers 
projects to be built during four federal budget years. 

The plan differs from the STIP in that it 
concentrates on only two years rather than four. 
Also, it contains only ODOT projects that are 
active during the two-year budget period. The 
plan provides more project detail that is more 
easily understood than the STIP document, 
which must conform to federal format and 
content requirements. 

The plan describes projects in five categories: 
modernization (new lanes, new roads, major 
reconstruction), bridge, pavement preservation, 
highway safety and operations. 

Within each category, projects are listed by 
geographic region and by work type. The plan 
will be updated quarterly to reflect the current 


Survey shows improvement in 


“What we're doing is partnering with the 
insurance industry and law enforcement to 
provide this service,” said Wood. “It will be a 
benefit to motorists who are operating within 
the law, and will give more complete infor- 
mation to DMV and law enforcement.” 

Wood added, “Motorists are required to 
carry insurance information with the vehicle. 
That hasnt changed. ALIR III doesnt replace 
that requirement.” 

For consumers, it is important to make 
sure the information on your insurance card 
matches the information that is on the actual 
policy. Verify your name, address and policy 
number. Also make sure that the information 
about your vehicle is correct: the make, the 
year and the vehicle identification number. If 
there is a discrepancy, contact your insurance 
company. 

“Tf the information is inaccurate, the lookup will 
say ‘no insurance information on file’ and could 
possibly result in a citation,” she added. 

“Insurance companies provide the information 
to us, so any changes or corrections need to go 
through them,” Wood said. 

“Tf there is a discrepancy in the information your 
insurance company is providing to the state, be 
sure it gets corrected,” Wood said. “It will save you 
— and them — in the long run.” (Written by 
Kevin Beckstrom, DMV information representative, 
503/945-5270.) ¥ 


ODOT projects 


status of the project. For each project, the plan 
provides a description, lists the county, legislative 
and congressional district where it is located, and 
shows the estimated or actual contract award date. 
The plan also gives an estimated completion date 
and estimated total project cost. 

The introductory pages contain a glossary of 
terms, a list of acronyms and general background 
information about transportation construction 
projects. 

To obtain a copy of the plan, which will be 
updated after the 2001 Legislature approves the 
ODOT 2001-2003 budget, contact Kim Hunn at 
the ODOT Office of Project Delivery, 503/986- 
3296. The document will be placed on ODOT’s 
Web site early next year. (Written by Monte Turner, 
communications coordinator, 503/986-4180.) ¥ 


Search continues for rock in 
central Oregon. 


Oregon celebrates safety belt 10th year anniversary 


() regon will mark the 10" anniversary 
of its unique safety belt law with 
events next month in conjunction with 
the national Child Passenger Safety 
Awareness Week. 

The actual anniversary occurred late last 
year. On Nov. 6, 1990, Oregon became the 
only state to pass a safety belt law through the 
initiative process rather than through legisla- 
tion. The measure passed with 54 percent 
voting in favor. It took effect Dec. 7, 1990. 

“The law is also significant because it 
requires safety restraint use by both back and 
front seat passengers,” said Carla Levinski, 
Occupant Protection Program manager, 
‘Transportation Safety Division. 

The law also specifies that vehicle owners 
maintain safety restraint systems in working 
condition, Levinski added. Violation of the 
law is considered a Class D traffic infraction 
and carries a $77 penalty. 

Levinski said that Oregon residents should 
be proud of the law’s accomplishments: 

> Safety belt use rates among all passenger 

vehicle occupants have increased from 50 
percent to 89 percent. Oregon currently 
ranks third among the 50 states in safety 
belt usage. 

> During this same period, Oregon has 

recorded a 56 percent drop in the crash 
fatality rate and a 42 percent drop in 
crash injury rate. 

“While belt use hasn't been the only reason 
for lower fatality and injury rates, there is little 
doubt that safety belts have been a major 
factor,” Levinski said. 

Using a conservative estimate that safety belts 
are 50 percent effective at preventing deaths and 


Letter to ODOT 


To ODOT staff: 


s I leave the Oregon Transportation 

Commission after seven years as its 
chair, I want each person in ODOT to 
know how much I have appreciated 
being associated with you. You are 
dedicated, hard working and skilled at 
what you do. You make a substantial 
contribution for the benefit of all Orego- 
nians. These have been challenging 
times. Anti-government and anti-tax 
sentiments have been a reality we have 
been unable to escape. At the same time, 


| your relationships with local govern- 


ments and your understanding of the 
important connections between trans- 
| portation and livable communities are 
| widely acclaimed. I will miss working 
with you on these initiatives. 

The gavel passes into the capable 
hands of Steve Corey. I wish him, the 
other members of the Oregon Transpor- 
tation Commission, and everyone at 
ODOT a safe and successful future. It 
has been a pleasure to 
serve with you. 


Henry H. Hewitt 


Kids do what you do, so buckle up. 


A safety belt or child safety seat is your child’s best 
protection in a crash. So be a role model and give him 
the right moves to copy. Buckle up — and pass it on. 


Buckle Up. The Way to Go. 


Transportation Safety — ODOT 


injuries from crashes, more than 1,530 lives 
have been saved in Oregon from safety belt use 
since the law was passed, Levinski said. In 
addition, she estimates that more than 271,000 
people have been spared injuries. 

“And if everyone had worn safety belts since 
1990, we could have saved an additional 1,335 
lives and prevented 38,495 additional injuries,” 
she said. 

Economic savings to Oregonians are signifi- 
cant. National figures show an average $5,000 
reduction in medical costs alone for each belted 
passenger per crash. Medical savings in Oregon 


during the past 10 years would exceed $13.6 
million. 

Lost worker productivity also is a major 
cost often avoided by belt use. Motor vehicle 
crashes cause more deaths than any other 
workplace injury. Crashes impact nearly 40 
percent of workers annually, causing each to 
miss an average of 5.3 hours of work. 

To celebrate the 10" anniversary, ODOT 
and partner organizations will conduct 
special events in various locations next 
month. In preparation for the events, 
Levinski is developing a comprehensive 
brochure about the safety belt law and proper 
use. A series of public service announcements 
for newspapers, radio and television also will 
be released during 
February. 

During the coming year, the Occupant 
Protection Program will concentrate on 
improving belt use rates among groups and 
areas of the state with lower use rates than the 
general population. Educational materials 
will be developed in Russian and Spanish. 

The program also will work to provide more 
child safety seats for lower income households 
and to increase the number of child safety seat 
inspection clinics. 

“We aim to reduce fatalities in the 0 to 4 age 
group by 25 percent from 1997 levels,” Levinski 
said. 

“Overall, we hope to increase safety belt use 
to 95 percent by the year 2005,” she added. 
(Written by Monte Turner, communications 
coordinator, 503/986-4180.) ¥ 


Aviation Department transition 
from ODOT complete 


he process to separate the newly 

created Oregon Department of 
Aviation from ODOT has been com- 
pleted. 

The 1999 Legislature established a 
separate Aviation Department effective July 
1, 2000. In late February, the Oregon Senate 
confirmed Goy. John Kitzhaber’s appoint- 
ment of Ann Crook as director of the new 
agency. Crook had served as the Aeronautics 
Division’s interim manager since December 
1998. 

The Legislature created a five-member 
State Aviation Board to guide the new 
department. The Senate confirmed the fifth 
member in mid-November. Members 
include: Mike Burrill, Medford; Lisa B. 
Dahl, Salem; Mike Nelson, Baker City; 
Carrie Novick, Redmond; and Bill Wilkins, 
Corvallis. Wilkins is serving as the acting 
board chair. 

The board meets monthly at locations 
around the state. 

“The new department's budget transition 
was completed just in time to prepare the 
2001-03 agency request budget,” Crook 
said. “This took heroic 11th-hour efforts by 
staff members from the Aviation Depart- 


ment, ODOT and the Department of 
Administrative Services. There have been a 
few bumps in the road since then, but 
they've been taken care of one at a time.” 

The transition to the DAS computer 
network was substantially completed in 
September. 

“That effort required late nights, early 
mornings, and considerable patience on 
everyone’ part,” Crook said. 

E-mail servers changed several times. She 
noted that Aviation Department staff names 
in ODOT personal e-mail address books 
should be re-entered as a result. 

One long-term relationship with ODOT 
will continue. 

“Agreements are in place so that ODOT 
maintenance crews can continue doing their 
excellent work at some of the state-owned 
airports,” Crook reported. “These crews 
have the equipment and expertise to help us 
keep our runways and other facilities in 
good condition.” 

For more information, contact Marilyn 
Lorance, 503/378-8689 ext. 223 or visit the 
department's Web site at 
www.aviation.state.or.us. (Written by 
Monte Turner, communications coordinator, 


503/986-4180.) ¥ 


Employee survey indicates improvement in 
internal communications 


N early 60 percent of employees respond- 


ing to a recent survey feel that the 
agency is doing an excellent or good job of 
internal communications. This compares to 49 
percent who felt so in a similar survey con- 
ducted in 1998. Approximately two-thirds of 
the respondents feel that communication within 
ODOT is more effective than two years ago, 
and more than half agree that ODOT’s public 
standing is more positive than in 1998. The 
results of this year’s survey indicate substantial 
improvements in several areas of communica- 
tion throughout the agency. 

Nearly 48 percent of ODOT’s employees 
participated in the survey conducted in Octo- 
ber, compared to 50 percent who participated 
two years ago. This year was the first time that 
employees with computer access had the option 
of completing their surveys electronically. The 
survey return rate was higher for those eligible to 
complete the survey by computer — 48 percent 
— compared to 37 percent who completed 
paper copies of the survey. Approximately 40 
percent of all returned surveys contained written 
comments. 

“We are pleased that nearly half of our 
employees participated in the survey, many of 
whom offered comments and suggestions for 
improving communication within the agency,” 
said Deputy Director for Communications 
Patrick Cooney. “While there have been great 
strides in many areas of the agency, there are 
always areas that can use improvement.” 

Cooney indicated that the greatest area for 
improvement is in communicating with those 
employees who have no computer access. 
Overall, satisfaction levels were lower across the 
board for those employees, mainly regional 
maintenance staff, with no computer access. For 
example, two-thirds of employees with comput- 
ers feel that ODOT does an excellent or good 
job of communicating with employees — while 
only one-third of those without computer access 
agreed. Additionally, 70 percent of those with 
computers feel they understand ODOT’s 
direction and priorities, compared to only half 
of the “non-wired” respondents. 

“Clearly, those employees without computers 
feel less informed about the agency and less 
involved in its activities. We have both a chal- 
lenge and an opportunity here to improve the 
lines of communications with these employees,” 
said Cooney. 

Nearly 40 percent of the respondents said 
that they would prefer to receive more informa- 
tion about ODOT than they do now from 
supervisors, region/division managers, deputy 
directors and the director. Nearly one-fourth 
said they would prefer to get their information 
about ODOT from within the agency, rather 
than rely on the news media. 

“We cannot forget that, while the computer 
makes communication faster and more conve- 
nient, it cannot replace good face-to-face 
communication,” said Tom Lulay, executive 
deputy director for the Highway Division. 
“Supervisors must keep their crews up to 
speed.” 

In general, employees are comfortable with 
internal communications on a day-to-day basis. 
More than half meet with their supervisors at 
least once a week to discuss their jobs or 
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This summary chart shows the answer to four questions above. Three questions show the percent of employees who agreed strongly or 
somewhat. The “Good Communication with Employees” quesion includes the percent responding excellent or good. 


ODOT. More than 70 percent feel that their 
supervisors do a good job of keeping them 
informed about what’s going on within the 
agency, and more than 80 percent trust that the 
information they receive from their supervisors 
is accurate. 

The survey asked employees to rate several 
ODOT communication services based on their 
frequency of use and value to the employee. The 
services included TranScript, Inside ODOT, the 
agency's Internet and intranet Web sites, and 
Lessons Learned, Safe Haven’s quarterly newslet- 
ter. More than 80 percent of the respondents 
regularly or occasionally read TranScript, 
followed by the intranet (72 percent), Inside 
ODOT (71 percent), Internet (55 percent) and 
Lessons Learned (43 percent). As far as value to 
the employee, the intranet ranked highest at 74 
percent, followed by the Internet (66 percent), 
‘TranScript (62 percent), Inside ODOT (60 
percent) and Lessons Learned (52 percent). 
Nearly three-quarters of the respondents said 
they find the occasional Director's Column in 
‘TranScript to be very or somewhat valuable. 

Employees were asked nine questions to get 
at what type of information they most want to 
receive from and about the agency. By far, the 
highest priority is information about changes 
that affect their jobs, followed by salary and 
benefits. Information about ODOT’s future 
ranked third, followed by political news affect- 
ing ODOT and the agency’s programs and 
duties. Employees expressed moderate levels of 
interest in promotions, new hires and employee 
recognition, while they were least interested in 
employee human-interest stories and job 
rotations. 

More than 880 employees included written 
comments in their surveys. They were most 
expressive about e-mail (most feel they receive 
too much) and the agency’s Internet policy 
(many feel it is too restrictive). Other topics that 
prompted employees to write included tele- 
phone directories, hiring and promotion 
practices, training and communications with 
senior managers. 

Some recommendations for improving 
internal communications, based on the survey 
results, include: 


> The creation ofa plan to improve 
communications with those employees 
with no computer access. 

> The review of the distribution methods 

for TranScript and Inside ODOT to 
ensure these tools are maximized. Some 
employees rely on these two communica- 
tions tools for most or all of their infor- 
mation about ODOT: 

> The development of a document that 

goes beyond the internal telephone 
directory in assisting employees with 
whom to contact within the agency for 
information. One-third of the respon- 
dents said they do not know whom to 
contact within the agency for informa- 
tion. 

> A review of the agency’s internal tele- 

phone directory. About 30 percent prefer 
the intranet telephone directory; another 
30 percent prefer Outlook (computer e- 
mail), while 40 percent prefer reaching 
for a printed department directory. 

> The development of a plan that results in 

senior managers having more direct 
contact with employees. 
> The inclusion of more Director's Col- 
umns in TranScript, and the inclusion of 
columns by region and division managers. 

> Information Systems may want to 
address and/or reiterate the agency's 
Internet access policy. 

Currently, survey binders are being distrib- 
uted to region and division managers, public 
information representatives and the ODOT 
library. The binders include an executive 
summary, charts that depict survey results, 
employee comments, and recommendations for 
improving internal communications. 

Employees are encouraged to borrow copies 
of binders for more information about the 
survey. Additionally, employees can log on to 
http://intranet.odot.state.or.us/comm/survey/ 
to view color charts that depict survey results. If 
you have any questions about the survey, please 
contact Jayne Stewart at 503/986-4329. 
(Written by Jayne Stewart, communications 
coordinator.) W 


Station 4 Dispatch provides information link to 
motorists traveling east of fhe Cascades 


M otorists in central and eastern Oregon 
receive accurate road and weather 
information thanks to the efforts of ODOT’s 
Station 4 Dispatch in Bend. During the winter 
months, dispatchers work 
around the clock to provide 
information to the public 

about road conditions, road 
closures and hazards on state 
highways. Information is 
entered into the Highway 

Travel Conditions Reporting 
System, also known as 

HTCRS. People can access 

this information by calling 1- 
800-977-6368, or visiting 
TripCheck.com. 

“Information about an 
accident blocking a highway 
or a hazmat spill that directly 
affects the traveling public is 
entered into HT'CRS and posted 
on ODOT’s web page,” said Arleigh Mooney, 
‘Transportation Operations specialist with 
Station 4. “At TripCheck the public can look at 
every incident that’s going on in the state of 
Oregon.” 

John Scott, assistant district manager for 
District 10, oversees the Transportation Opera- 
tions Center and a crew that includes Mooney, 
Dara Howard, Sue Ferns, Forrest Wines, Debra 
Hutley and Renee Chastain. Dispatchers are in 
constant contact with ODOT’s maintenance 
crews east of the Cascades, and receive road and 
weather updates from about 50 reporting 
stations. They enter this information into 
HTCRS five times a day, at 4:15, 7:15 and 9:45 
a.m., and 1:45 and 8:45 p.m. 

Station 4 is responsible for dispatching crews 
in Districts 9 and 10 in Region 4 and assisting 
with dispatching of crews in Districts 12, 13 
and 14 in Region 5. At any given time, they 
could be dispatching for more than 35 different 
crews. Crews range anywhere between three and 
10 workers. 

“With 35 crews, one or maybe two dispatch- 
ers might be working with 100 to 200 people at 
one time,” Mooney said. 

Emergencies require Station 4 personnel to 
simultaneously gather information, dispatch 
crews, monitor activities, listen and respond to 
radio traffic, place messages on variable message 
signs, take and make phone calls, update 
HTCRS and coordinate with other emergency 
response agencies. The five-person dispatch crew 
handled several big incidents in the recent past 
including the Pendleton dust storm, the Jackson 
fire near Ontario and a hazardous material spill 
near The Dalles. 

“During emergencies you not only keep in 
contact with the crews, but also the district 
office, district manager and the region man- 
ager, said Mooney. “Because Station 4 is an 
information resource center, they can depend on 
us for information.” 

Information collected from the field is 
initially entered into the Computer-Aided 
Dispatching system. CAD assists dispatchers 


sending crews to an incident, helps to monitor 


activities at a particular event, and keeps a record 
of all incidents and any radio traffic directed to 
Station 4. All calls about an incident, whether 


from the public or an ODOT crew, are entered 


Arleigh Mooney (top) and Dara 
Howard (bottom) are two of the six 
dispatchers who at any given time 
can be working with more than 35 
different maintenance crews. 


into the CAD as a way of 
tracking the event. Information 
is entered by crew number, 
time stamped, and becomes 
part of a large database. 

“Tf there are questions about 
an event, we can pull information from the 
CAD to assist managers during the follow-up 
process,” Mooney said. 

In addition, the CAD dispatchers monitor 
two phones and a base radio for each district. 
They have reference material on chain up laws 
and information on transporting mobile homes. 
Flip charts are available with area maps and 
telephone numbers for all maintenance crews. 
Using a special software program, dispatchers. 
can put messages on portable and permanent 


variable message signs as well as activate mobile 
home signs. ODOT dispatchers also can 
monitor information sent by Oregon State 
Police dispatchers. 

“If OSP is sending an officer to an incident, I 
can open that incident and decide if it is some- 


__ thing we need to respond to,” said Mooney. 


“There are very specific guidelines as to what 
events our crews respond to.” 

The work done by ODOT dispatchers 
statewide is paying off as TripCheck and the 1- 
800 number continue to be popular resources 
for information — and the numbers back it up. 
In October, Tripcheck had more than 240,000 
visits to the site. In November, the 1-800 
number received about 78,000 calls. Last year 
there were between 144,000 and 244,000 calls 


per month during the winter months. 
Work is currently being done to enhance the 
1-800 system. Intelligent Transportation 


Systems is installing an automated phone system 
that will take data directly from HTCRS to the 
1-800 number. 

“We are seeing a big increase in the people 
that use the information. The more information 
that goes out the more they want,” Mooney 
added. (Written by Dan Knoll, Region 4 informa- 
tion represntative, 541/388-6224.) W 


ODOT’s Research Group 


solicits projects 


[ is time to identify potential research 
projects for ODOT’s Fiscal Year 2002 
Research Program. Funds are available for 
research of specific transportation prob- 
lems, design and/or testing of a new tool or 
procedure, and demonstration of or educa- 
tion about new technology. 

The research project selection process 
involves two steps. Technical experts will 
review problem statements in February. 
The following areas are the eligible catego- 
ries: 
> Construction and Maintenance 
> Pavements and Materials 
> Roadway Design, Hydraulics, 

Geotechnical, and Environmental 


> Socioeconomic, Planning, Multi- 
modal, and Public Transit 
> Structures 
> ‘Traffic, Safety, Human Factors, and 
Intelligent Transportation Systems 
If you submit a problem statement and 
it is identified as a top candidate, ODOT 
Research Group staff will then be assigned 
to assist you in developing a more detailed 
second stage project proposal. In April, the 
Research Advisory Committee will select 
which of the second stage project problem 
statements will be funded. 
If you are aware of a problem that needs 
research funding, please contact ODOT’s 
Research Group at 503/986-2700. ¥ 


The quest for quality rock in central Oregon 


Ithough lava rock dominates the coun- 

tryside and rock climbing is a popular 
activity in central Oregon, ODOT is ona 
mission to find local rock for a different purpose 
— providing and maintaining quality roads. 

Aggregate materials such as crushed rock, 
sand and gravel serve as the foundation for road 
construction and road resurfacing projects. As 
demands to the transportation system increase, 
so does the importance for ODOT to control 
and maintain high quality aggregate sites. 

ODOT develops rock sources that are 
strategically located near a highway and close to 
ongoing or upcoming road projects. State- 
controlled aggregate sites are used primarily for 
public highway construction projects and are 
available to contractors as a source when 
bidding on a particular job. 

Since the 1930s, ODOT has owned and 
operated material sources. During the major 
construction years, ODOT bought or acquired 
material sources across the state and developed a 
network of sources. The network continues to 
offer a variety of material types within a short 
hauling distance from projects. The result is 
competitively priced sources of material and 
savings to taxpayers. 

But these resources of high quality rock are 
dwindling, especially in central Oregon. ODOT 
has not identified and sited additional aggregate 
sites for many years and existing sources of rock 
are being exhausted. 

“In central Oregon, we've basically depleted 
every site we have,” said Russ Frost, Geology 
team leader for Region 4. “Now we are looking 
to buy or acquire additional sites to replace the 
depleted sites and fill in the gap in our network.” 


The challenges of finding suitable rock 

Identifying future rock sources depends on 
the quality and quantity of rock and haul 
distance to the project. Haul costs now run 
approximately 25 cents per cubic yard per mile, 
and edging higher. For a highway project using 
large volumes of aggregate, the difference in haul 
cost can have a significant financial impact. 

ODOT’s past experience indicates that if the 
state does not offer an aggregate source for a 
project, the price of aggregate products can be 
considerably higher and fewer bidders inter- 
ested. Lack of an ODOTF-controlled source 
allows local commercial operators greater 
flexibility in setting material price. Taxpayers pay 
this cost. 

“Tf we can offer sources that are closer to the 
projects or within reasonable haul distances, the 
number of bidders increases and the overall cost 
is reduced,” added Frost. “Money that is saved is 
left in the Highway Fund for adding extra 
paving someplace else.” 

Environmental regulations, quality require- 
ments, permit restrictions, county-zoning 
ordinances, expanding cities and public con- 
cerns are additional challenges. 

The rock quality requirements and the 
material types used for road projects have 
changed dramatically through the years. More 
traffic, larger and heavier trucks on the high- 
ways, and the need for longer lasting roads 
require better materials. Aggregate materials 
used in the past are not suitable today. 


“We have a lot of gravel sites in 
the state that were used in the past 
for crushing,” Frost said. “But now 
with the changes in specifications 
and quality requirements coupled 
with environmental concerns, many 
of those sites cannot be economically 
used for the same purpose.” 

Rapid growth in central Oregon, 
plans for road widening and other 
improvements, and increasing 
maintenance needs have all intensi- 
fied the need for higher quality 
ageregate materials. In the next 15 
years, ODOT estimates that average 
daily traffic numbers will increase 5.8 
percent in the Bend, Redmond and 
Sisters area compared to 3.6 percent 
statewide. 

The Central Oregon Aggregate 
Study, which began two years ago, is 
designed to identify a new long-term 
source or sources of aggregate for the 
greater Bend, Redmond and Sisters 
area. During the first three phases of 
the study, ODOT 

> Determined the need for 

aggregate. 
> Established a search area 
within a 30-mile radius of 
Bend. 

> Initiated a public involvement 
process and the formation of 
the Community Advisory 
Committee and the Technical 
Advisory Committee. 

Now in the fourth phase, ODOT is evaluat- 
ing the most viable sites for acquisition or 
development. 


Quarry site in a quandary 

Re-activating existing sites also is an option. 
The Mosier Quarry has been a valuable source 
of material for ODOT and other local public 
agencies since the early 1950s. The quarry offers 
high quality rock, has easy access to the inter- 
state, and is needed for maintaining and build- 
ing roads between Hood River and The Dalles. 
For the past eight years, the site was unavailable 
for use by ODOT and other public agencies 
because of ongoing mediation, and now litiga- 
tion between ODOT and the city of Mosier. 
City leaders and residents of the small commu- 
nity east of Hood River are concerned about 
possible impacts if the quarry is re-activated. 

The Mosier Quarry property is 70 acres, 30 
of which are located within Mosier’ urban 
growth boundary. Prior to 1969, Wasco County 
and the city did not have land use regulations 
that would have regulated use of the property. 
Since then, Wasco County and the city have 
both adopted zoning ordinances. Because 
ODOT owned and operated a quarry on the 
property before 1969, by law, ODOT has the 
legal right to continue using the quarry property 
as it did in the past. 

After 1969, a property owner needed a 
conditional use permit to establish a quarry in 
Wasco County. Since 1969, ODOT believed it 
had a legal right to continue using the pit as 
needed for highway preservation projects. 
Mosier’s concerns regarding future use of 


What takes place ata 
quarry site? 


Several activities take place at aggregate 
quarries including drilling, shooting 
crushing and screening rock, making 
asphalt at the site, and stockpiling 
materials. Sites can be used as a staging 
area during construction and mainte- 
nance projects, for storing maintenance 
materials and equipment, asphalt 
grindings, flood debris, rock fall mate- 
rial and ditch cleaning debris. When a 
site is active, several types of heavy — 
equipment are used including bulldoz- 
ers, front-end loaders, belly dump 
trucks, portable rock crushers, portable 
asphalt plants, shaker screen decks for 
sorting rocks, and conveyor belts. Dur- 
ing large projects, crushing and asphalt 
making can last anywhere from six 
months to a year. While the site is in- 
active, ODOT returns the area to its 
natural state by constructing earth 
berms, redistributing soils, and seeding 
and mulching soil for stabilization. 


ODOT’s quarry as a regional source for aggre- 
gate material grew as several large quarries in the 
Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area 
closed. In 1996, Mosier amended its zoning 
ordinance to prohibit quarry operations like 
ODOT'’s from operating at all. ODOT entered 
into a mediation process with the city in 1998 
in an effort to alleviate the city’s objections and 
concerns. As a result of the ongoing efforts to 
resolve the issues, ODOT has chosen not to use 
the quarry for preservation projects and regular 
highway maintenance. 

At the latest Wasco County Planning Com- 
mission hearing, the commission made a 
preliminary finding that ODOT will maintain a 
non-conforming use for the extraction, stockpil- 
ing and crushing of rock at the site. Non- 
conforming use means that ODOT has per- 
formed these activities prior to any recently 
developed land use laws. This decision allows 
ODOT to use the site as it has done in the past 
without having to acquire a land use permit. 
The one activity that was not included in the 
decision was allowing batching to take place at 
the site. Batching is the process of making 
asphalt. 

“When the decision is made final, if it is the 
same as the preliminary findings, ODOT will 
have to decide whether or not this is an accept- 
able condition on the site,” said Frost. “If we 
can't batch on the site. .. where would we batch? 
In order to maintain the highway, we need 
quality crushed rock and we need it blended 
with the asphalt for surfacing material.” (Written 
by Dan Knoll, Region 4 information representa- 
tive, 541/388-6224.) V 
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Improving pedestrian safety 
ODOT works with Woodburn students, 


na pitch-black night in early Decem- 


ber, a high school student and her 


mother on their way home from a school 


conference were struck and killed crossing 


Oregon 214 near Woodburn High School. 


The tragedy sharply focused a growing 
issue on Oregon 214: increasing conflicts 
between speeding traffic and students 
crossing between the high school and a 
housing complex across the busy highway. 


> This summer, ODOT will build a 


school crossing with a safety island to 
help protect students from busy 
highway traffic. Until then, a tempo- 
rary crosswalk will be installed as soon 
as the temporary streetlights are up. 
ODOT also will install new advance 
signing or other traffic controls that 
tell drivers pedestrians are crossing the 
highway. 


> 


city, local citizens 


The high school students are beginning 
fundraising and pedestrian safety 
education programs. ODOT has asked 
students to join in designing the cross- 
walk and other safety features to better 
ensure that students will use them. 


“Everyone involved — ODOT, the city, 
the school district, the students and the local 
residents — are working together to solve a 


common problem,” said Bishop. “No one 


solution and no one agency can fix it alone. 
It will take a combination of safety improve- 
ments and cooperation between everyone 
involved to respond to the community's 
growing needs.” (Written by Ed Schoaps, 
Region 2 community relations coordinator, 


503/986-2880.) ¥ 


It’s a problem that is becoming all too > 
common throughout Oregon as communi- 


The city is applying for an ODOT 
Bicycle-Pedestrian program grant for 
$200,000 to help build new sidewalks 
and install permanent streetlights in 
the area. 


ties continue growing beyond the capacity of 
local highways. 

Student activists, community leaders and 
residents of the apartment complex called 
for fast action to prevent future pedestrian 
deaths along the busy highway. ODOT Area 
3 Manager Dave Bishop and District 3 
Manager Don Jordan immediately began 
working with the city, school district, 
students and community leaders to find 


Community looks for low-cost 
safety solutions on Oregon 18 


ways for pedestrians to more safely cross the 
highway. 
In a series of community and technical 


meetings, the group quickly identified key 


problems: 


> 


When the high school was built, 
Oregon 214 was a more rural road. 
Over the years, the high school has 
been surrounded by new housing and 
nearby commercial development. 


| pe traffic safety, government, law 
enforcement and community 
leaders met with ODOT Region 2 
personnel last month to look for ways of 
improving traffic safety on the Oregon 
18 Transportation Safety Corridor. 

The meeting, sponsored by the 


> Improving signs at the three exits 
to Sheridan. 


> Educating drivers who use the 
corridor about traffic safety issues 
including drowsy drivers. 


Widening the approaches to 


es ally ae 3 aren Highway 18/22 Local Transportation Oregon 18 from several county 
Ba OR Se Dae mri Safety Committee, was held Dec. 14 at roads at locations that have a 

contributed greatly to pedestrian cHeiSpicle Mouctala’ G@athin Eat history of rear-end type traffic 
ae east of Grand Ronde and included a bus crashes. 

> There is no marked school crossing on tour of the safety corridor. Other suggestions included purchas- 
Oregon 214 near the high school — In 1996, ODOT designated an 18- ing radar equipment for law enforce- 
only a designated school zone that mile stretch of Oregon 18 between ment agencies, purchasing additional 
requires drivers to slow to 20 mph Bellevue and Grand Ronde a Transpor- electronic variable message signs and 
when children are present. tation Safety Corridor. Since that time constructing pull-off pads for slow- 

> The closest pedestrian crosswalk is the dep eats has joined with Polk and moving vehicles or police vehicles. 
more than a quarter-mile away from Yamhill counties, the Oregon State Johnson added that ODOT would 
where local students daily cross the Police, the Confederated Tribes of the redesign and rebuild the Fort Hill 
highway. Grand Ronde Community and the intersection in 2003. The project will 

, Spirit Mountain facility to invest nearly — cost about $2 million. 

> Local sidewalks in the area stop short $4 million to improve the safety along “Highway 18 is the major transporta- 
of the high school, forcing students to the highway. tion route between the mid-Willamette 
walk along the highway shoulders on Region 2 Manager Gary Johnson said. alley and the\coast’ he added 
their way to and from school. there is about $30,000 in Transportation need to do everything we possibly can 

> Streetlights also end short of the high Safety funds available that could be used to ensure the safety of those who travel 


school, making it hard for drivers to 
see pedestrians in the dark. 


The partners agreed to focus on fixing the 


most severe problems as soon as possible. 


for safety-related projects in the safety 
corridor. 

“That’s not a lot of money,” he said, 
“but there may be some small things 
that we can do. That’s why we met with 


this highway. We are very concerned 
about the human costs of traffic crashes 
in this corridor. We're also concerned 
about the economic impacts of these 
crashes. Our hope is that those attend- 


> Responding quickly to sharp citizen our partners and community leaders — ing this meeting can come up with 
concerns, District 3 got approval to to gather their ideas for improving the some innovative ways of making this 
reduce the highway speed limit in the safety of these highways.” crucial transportation corridor safer for 
area from 45 mph to 35 mph. Over- Following the tour and a roundtable all those who travel through it.” 
sized signs were installed to remind discussion, participants developed a list (Written by Dave Davis, Region 2 public 
drivers about the new lower speed of low-cost projects to improve safety in information representative, 503/986- 
limit. the corridor. They included: 5845.) ¥ 

> City officials are installing temporary > Increasing police enforcement 


streetlights at the high school drive- 
way to help drivers see pedestrians in 


the dark. 


through the corridor by funding 


overtime for patrol officers. 


ae itions 


As of November. Compiled from Department of 
Administrative Services personnel data by Human 
Resource Program Services. 


Appointments 


Eileen Baker, office specialist 2, Salem. 

Peggy Beach, transportation services representa- 
tive 1, Portland. 

Karla Busse, office specialist 2, Salem. 

Salvador Cantu, Jr., transportation services 
representative 1, Springfield. 

Freda Chen, office specialist 1, Salem. 

Darcy Clift, office specialist 2, Clackamas. 

David Cole, transportation maintenance special- 
ist 2, Warm Springs. 

Joseph Crauder, information systems specialist 4, 
Salem. 

Bradley Ferguson, office specialist 1, Salem. 

Roy Gaither, Jr., transportation maintenance 
specialist 2, Government Camp. 

Kenneth Galloway, heavy equipment mechanic 
2, Ontario. 

Tierra Grieg, office specialist 1, Salem. 

Gary Keys, principal executive/manager D, 
La Grande. 

Richard Krebs, principal executive/manager C, 
Salem. 

Johanna Lear, transportation services representa- 
tive 1, Ashland. 

Terry Lorz, motor carrier specialist 1, Portland. 

Nancy Miller, office specialist 1, Salem. 

Samuel Mitchell, office specialist 1, Salem. 


Serie award 
35 years 


Audrey Lovelace, office specialist 2, Salem. 


30 years 


Peggie Aguilar, office specialist 2, Salem. 

James Buettner, transportation engineer 2, 
Salem. 

Lawrence Gettle, trades/maintenance supervisor 
2, Bend. 

William Lien, transportation engineer 1, Salem. 


25 years 


Larry Christianson, project coordinator, Salem. 

Loren Link, heavy equipment mechanic 2, 
Drain. 

Dennis O’Connor, transportation maintenance 
coordinator 1, Warrenton. 

Joan Plank, principal executive/manager E, 
Salem. 

Gary Ward, transportation maintenance special- 
ist 2, Sweet Home. 


20 years 


Martin Abero, right-of-way agent 1, Portland. 

David Austin, transportation maintenance 
specialist 2, The Dalles. 

Joanna Filley, management analyst 2, Salem. 

Dale Hughes, transportation maintenance 
specialist 2, Mitchell. 

Russell King, support services supervisor 2, 
Portland. 

David Lanning, railroad specialist 2, Salem. 

Louis Palazzolo, electrician, Springfield. 

Todd Ross, transportation maintenance specialist 
2, The Dalles. 

Rashelle Turner, program technician 1, Port- 
land. 

Brenda Zuniga, administrative specialist 2, 
Salem. 


Gene Norman, transportation maintenance 
specialist 2, Warm Springs. 

Richard Pearson, heavy equipment repair 
supervisor, Salem. 

Robert Perisho, transportation maintenance 
specialist 2, Moro. 

Jay Perkins, transportation maintenance special- 
ist 2, Chiloquin. 

Jocelyn Ralston, office assistant 2, Salem. 

Lorri Reeves, transportation maintenance 
specialist 2, Ashland. 

Joan Riley, office specialist 2, Salem. 

Joann Saltzberg, personnel officer 1, Salem. 

Kathrine Sharp, personnel officer 1, Salem. 

Stephen Swanson, transportation services 
representative 2, Salem. 

Kim Taylor, engineering specialist 3, Salem. 

David True, transportation engineer 2, Astoria. 

Susan Villeggiante, motor carrier specialist 1, 
Salem. 

Jerry Whaley, transportation maintenance 
specialist 2, Government Camp. 

Dennis Wick, transportation maintenance 
specialist 2, Warm Springs. 

September Woolard, program technician 2, 


Salem. 


Obituaries 


Gladys Bashor, retired from DMV in 1969, 
died Dec. 27 in Salem. She was 95. 
William EF. Eddy, retired in 1981 from ODOT, 


died August 2000 in Sweet Home. He was 84. 


Dick Escher, retired equipment supervisor in 
1978, died Dec. 31 in Silverton. He was 82. 
Albert Smith, retired from Shady Maintenance 


in 1994, died Jan. 3 in Roseburg. He was 64. 


15 years 


Ted Burney, videographer 2, Salem. 

Jeannie DeLay, fiscal coordinator 2, Salem. 

Cheryl Jarvis-Smith, planner 3, La Grande. 

Aaron Ketch, transportation maintenance 
specialist 2, Eugene. 


Daniel Motley, governmental auditor 2, Salem. 


10 years 


MaryEllen Barker, office specialist 2, Salem. 


Kevin Bracy, principal contributor 1, Portland. 


June Carlson, principal executive/manager F, 
Portland. 

Gregg Dal Ponte, principal executive/manager 
G, Salem. 

Joseph Denhof, fiscal coordinator 2, Salem. 

Warren Griffith, motor carrier enforcement 
officer 2, Klamath Falls. 

Sherrie Horton, transportation services repre- 
sentative 1, Portland. 

Mardi Kilpatrick, transportation services 
representative 1, Ontario. 

Barry Lampert, motor carrier enforcement 
officer 1, Coos Bay. 

William Maddux, heavy equipment mechanic 
2, Government Camp. 

Mark Manley, heavy equipment mechanic 1, 
Salem. 

Michael McClellan, transportation services 
representative 2, Klamath Falls. 

Debra McKey, office coordinator, Central 
Point. 

Eileen Phelan, principal executive/manager E, 
Portland. 


Brenda Swartz, transportation services represen- 


tative 1, Gladstone. 

Joni Tomlinson, transportation operations 
specialist, White City. 

Maxine Wyatt, engineering specialist 2, La 
Grande. 


Promotions 


Douglas Arnold, engineering specialist 1 to 
engineering specialist 2, Portland. 

Victor Bentley, office specialist 2 to transporta- 
tion services representative 1, Salem. 

John Bice, engineering specialist 2 to engineer- 
ing specialist 3, Ontario. 

Bradley DeHart, transportation engineer 1 to 
transportation engineer 2, The Dalles. 

Simon Eng, transportation engineer 1 to 
transportation engineer 2, Portland. 

Thomas Garner, Jr., engineering specialist 2 to 
engineering specialist 3, Tigard. 

Donovan Golden, transportation operations 
specialist to engineering specialist 3, Tigard. 

Raydel Killgore, engineering specialist 3 to 
associate transportation engineer, Milwaukie. 

Wade Luckman, engineering specialist 2 to 
associate transportation engineer, Coquille. 

Jennifer Miranda, office specialist 2 to trans- 
portation services representative 2, Salem. 

Jean Palmateer, program representative 1 to 
program technician 2, The Dalles. 

Robin Phillips, heavy equipment mechanic 1 to 
heavy equipment repair supervisor, Salem. 

Stephanie Popp, transportation engineer 1 to 
principal contributor 1, Bend. 

Colleen Sinner, transportation maintenance 
specialist 2 to transportation operations 
specialist, White City. 

Gregory Smith, program technician 2 to 
principal executive/manager D, Salem. 

Ted Stewart, transportation engineer 1 to 
principal contributor 1, Portland. 

Timothy Swift, transportation maintenance 
specialist 2 to principal executive/manager B, 
Salem. 

Peggy Wagner, office assistant 2 to office 
specialist 1, Salem. 

Carissa White, office specialist 1 to public 
service representative 3, Salem. 


Retirements 


Mary Briggs, office specialist 1 with Motor 
Vehicles in Salem, retired in December after 
19 years of service. 

Patricia Burggraff, office specialist 2 with 
Motor Vehicles in Salem, retired in December 
after 36 years of service. 

Virginia Dowler, governmental auditor 2 with 
Financial Services in Salem, retired in Decem- 
ber after 16 years of service. 

Lorene Ellis, office specialist 2 with Motor 
Vehicles in Salem, retired in December after 
20 years of service. 

Harold Eubanks, principal executive/manager 
D with Motor Carrier in Salem, retired in 
December after 28 years of service. 

Victor Golik, investigator 3 with Motor Ve- 
hicles in Salem, retired in December after 28 
years of service. 

Wesley Heidenreich, transportation engineer 2 
with Transportation Development, retired in 
December after 21 years of service. 

Rosemary Morgan, transportation services 
representative 2 with Motor Carrier in 
Umatilla, retired in December after 14 years 
of service. 

Richard Rogers, transportation maintenance 
specialist 2 with Region 2 in Rose Lodge, 
retired in December after 25 years of service. 

William Schlitzkus, transportation services 
office leader with Motor Vehicles in Lebanon, 
retired in December after 30 years of service. 

Rickie Shoemaker, environmental specialist 1 
with Technical Services in Grants Pass, retired 
in December after 28 years of service. 

Robert Wilson, transportation maintenance 
coordinator 1 with Region 4 in the Dalles, 
retired in December after 20 years of service. 


Crossover allows two-way traffic while I-5 bridge 
repaired near Roseburg 


mergency repairs are underway to repair grammed into the next Statewide Transporta- _ite around the concrete girders and, finally, 
fatigue cracking in the crossbeams and tion Improvement Program. The repairs drilling a post-tensioning bar through the 
girders of the North Umpqua River Bridge, involve injecting the cracks with epoxy, wrap- girder. 
which supports northbound Interstate 5 traffic _ ping a fiber reinforced polymer (FRP) compos- A relatively new technology for infrastruc- 


two miles north of Roseburg. ture use, FRP is defined as an engineering 
ODOT maintenance, sign and | | er material that consists of thermoset- 
ting resin and fiber reinforcement. 
_FRP also is temperature and humidity 
sensitive, requiring construction of a 
climate control mechanism for 

_ application. 

“The big bulk of the repair work is 
constructing this containment sys- 
tem,” Project Manager Jeff Payne 
_ said. “Much of the repair work will 
occur under the structure.” 
Meanwhile, load-carrying restric- 
tions remain in place on the Winches- 
ter Bridge which parallels the 1-5 
bridges spanning the North Umpqua 
River. The state-owned bridge is 
located on Old Highway 99 (Douglas 


Diamaco Inc. of Bellevue, Wash., is ~ County Road 388). Repairs to the 
scheduled to complete the repairs by Northbound I-5 at the North Umpqua River Bridge experienced some traffic delays historic arch bridge, designed by 


bridge crews worked together with 
Oregon State Police and the Motor 
Carrier Iransportation Division to 
implement and enforce a crossover, 
which merged both northbound and 
southbound traffic from two lanes to 
one lane in each direction over the 
southbound bridge. 

During the holiday season, ODOT 
made special provisions that lessened 
the impact on motorists. Bridge crews 
conducted daily inspections of the 
northbound structure, allowing the 
repairs to be pushed into January, 
when traffic volumes decreased signifi- 
cantly. The project contractor, 


the end GE Macch in December while crews prepared for emergency repairs to the structure. Conde B. McCullough and con- 
The $1 million repair project is a structed in 1924, have not been 

temporary fix, estimated to last 5-10 years, scheduled. (Written by Jared Castle, Region 3 

until a permanent solution can be pro- information representative, 541/957-3656.) ¥ 
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